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Centralized arraignment throughout New York state could hinge on two indigent 
defense bills still being reviewed before they're sent to Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo's desk. 
 
The first bill, passed by the State Senate and Assembly in June, calls for a complete 
state takeover of indigent defense-related expenses across a four-year period. Indigent 
defense costs have fallen on the county since 1963. The Senate and Assembly bills, 
sponsored by Sen. John A. DeFrancisco, R-Syracuse and Patricia Fahy, D-Albany, 
respectively, were both passed unanimously. The bill is being reviewed by the state 
Office of General Counsel, according to Gov. Cuomo's office.  
 
The second bill, which designates an off-hours, centralized arraignment court in each 
county where defendants would be properly represented by an available attorney, is 
also still under review by the Counsel's office after it passed. 
 
Meanwhile, talk of implementing a centralized arraignment system in some counties has 
spread.  
 
Onondaga County, which was one of five counties involved in the 2014 Hurrell-Harring 
settlement requiring the state to provide resources needed to ensure a defendant is 
represented at arraignment, has plans for such a system in the works.  
 
Robert A. Durr, Onondaga County attorney, said discussions with the Office of Court 
Administration have been ongoing, and now it's just a matter of funding.  
 
"Before that plan can be implemented, funding has to be procured, and we are exploring 
different avenues," he said.  
 
If the indigent defense bill was signed off by the governor, Mr. Durr said it would go a 
"long way" in making centralized arraignment a reality across the state.  
 
Sen. DeFrancisco could not be reached for comment. 
 
Co-sponsoring the bill is State Sen. Joseph A. Griffo, R-Rome, who said the review 
could be about balancing the financial implications of the bill while abiding by the 
precedent set by the Hurrell-Harring settlement. 
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"You can't have five winners and 57 losers," he said, adding that getting the bill to the 
governor's desk is contingent upon executive request.  
 
St. Lawrence County Attorney Stephen D. Button said that even with the obvious 
support for both bills throughout the state, it's hard to tell what will happen next. 
 
"At this point we are sort of in the dark in terms of what the governor intends to do," he 
said. "Both bills be supportive of the same goals, which is that this state needs serious 
unfunded mandate relief and serious criminal justice reform," Mr. Button said.  
 
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news03/court-reform-bills-could-spur-cent 
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